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(57) ABSTRACT

Provided is a mobile device including: an audio output unit;
an audio source unit which provides music information to the
audio output unit; an adjustment unit which adjusts the audio
volume of the audio output unit; an announcement informa-
tion generation unit which provides announcement informa-
tion to the audio output unit; and a control unit which forcibly
selects a predetermined audio volume regardless of the
adjustment made by the adjustment unit when announcing
information by the announcement information generation
unit from the audio output unit.
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MOBILE DEVICE FOR DETECTION OF
ENTIRE MOVEMENT THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 12/995,212, filed Nov. 30, 2010, which is a 371 National
phase application of International Patent Application PCT/
JP2009/059796 filed May 28, 2009, which in turn claims the
benefit of foreign priority of the following Japanese Applica-
tions:

JP2008-143984, filed May 31, 2008,

JP2008-149940, filed Jun. 6, 2008,

JP2008-154086, filed Jun. 12, 2008; and

JP2008-154447, filed Jun. 12, 2008;
the contents of the prior applications are incorporated herein
by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a mobile device such as a
mobile phone or a mobile information terminal

BACKGROUND ART

A mobile device has various pieces of information and
functions, and various proposals have been made concerning
utilization of such information and functions.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

Patent document 1: JP-A-2002-204467
Patent document 2: JP-A-2007-265276
Patent document 3: JP-A-2008-35144

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

However, there are still many problems to be studied for
utilizing information and functions of mobile devices more
effectively.

An object of the present invention is, in view of the above
discussion, to provide a mobile device that can utilize func-
tions effectively for information announcement to the owner
of the mobile device.

Means for Solving the Problem

In order to achieve the above-mentioned object, a mobile
device according to the present invention includes an audio
output unit, an audio source unit which provides music infor-
mation to the audio output unit, an adjustment unit which
adjusts audio volume of the audio output unit, an announce-
ment information generation unit which provides announce-
ment information to the audio output unit, and a control unit
which select a predetermined audio volume forcibly regard-
less of adjustment by the adjustment unit when the informa-
tion by the announcement information generation unit is
announced from the audio output unit (first structure).

Note that in the mobile device having the first structure, it
is preferable that the audio output unit includes an earphone
(second structure).
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2

In addition, in the mobile device having the first structure,
itis preferable that the control unit disables sound output from
the audio output unit for a predetermined time before
announcing information by the announcement information
generation unit from the audio output unit (third structure).

In addition, it is preferable that the mobile device accord-
ing to the present invention includes a vibration generation
unit, a selection unit which selects whether or not to generate
vibration by the vibration generation unit, an announcement
information generation unit, and a control unit which controls
the vibration generation unit to generate vibration forcibly
regardless of the selection by the selection unit when
announcing information by the announcement information
generation unit (fourth structure).

Note that it is preferable that the mobile device having the
first or fourth structure includes an acceleration detection
unit, a storage unit which stores an acceleration variation
pattern that is unique to a predetermined movement of the
entire mobile device, a comparison unit which compares
acceleration variation detected by the acceleration detection
unit with the acceleration variation pattern stored in the stor-
age unit, and a decision unit which decides whether or not the
entire mobile device had a predetermined movement on the
basis of a comparison result by the comparison unit, in which
the announcement information generation unit generates
announcement information on the basis of the decision by the
decision unit (fifth structure).

In addition, the mobile device according to the present
invention includes an acceleration detection unit, a storage
unit which stores an acceleration variation pattern that is
unique to a predetermined movement of the entire mobile
device, a comparison unit which compares the acceleration
variation detected by the acceleration detection unit with the
acceleration variation pattern stored in the storage unit, a
decision unit which decides whether or not the entire mobile
device had a predetermined movement on the basis of a com-
parison result of the comparison unit, and an announcement
information generation unit which generates announcement
information on the basis of the decision of the decision unit
(sixth structure).

Further, it is preferable that the mobile device having the
sixth structure includes a position detection unit which
detects a position of the mobile device itself, and the decision
unit decides whether or not the entire mobile device had a
predetermined movement on the basis of the acceleration
detection unit and the position detection unit (seventh struc-
ture).

In addition, it is preferable that the mobile device having
the sixth structure includes an information obtaining unit
which obtains information about location of the mobile
device itself, and a decision unit which decides the location of
the entire mobile device on the basis of the acceleration
detection unit and the information obtaining unit (eighth
structure).

In addition, it is preferable that the mobile device having
the eighth structure includes a transmission unit which trans-
mits a decision result of the decision unit (ninth structure).

In addition, in the mobile device having the sixth structure,
it is preferable that the storage unit stores an acceleration
variation pattern unique to departure of the vehicle on which
the owner of the mobile device boards, and the decision unit
decides the departure of the vehicle (tenth structure).

In addition, in the mobile device having the sixth structure,
it is preferable that the storage unit stores an acceleration
variation pattern unique to stopping of the vehicle on which
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the owner of the mobile device boards, and the decision unit
decides the stopping of the vehicle in advance (eleventh struc-
ture).

In addition, it is preferable that the mobile device having
the sixth structure includes a control unit which estimates in
advance an arrival at an expected getting-off place of the
vehicle on which the owner of the mobile device boards on the
basis of the decision unit (twelfth structure).

In addition, it is preferable in the mobile device having the
twelfth structure that the control unit includes a counter
which counts the number of times of a predetermined move-
ment detected by the decision unit, so as to estimate in
advance an arrival of the vehicle at the expected getting-off
place on the basis of a count value of the counter (thirteenth
structure).

In addition, it is preferable that the mobile device having
the sixth structure includes a current time information obtain-
ing unit, and a control unit which estimates a next movement
of the entire mobile device on the basis of a predetermined
movement detected by the decision unit and current time
obtained by the current time information obtaining unit (four-
teenth structure).

In addition, it is preferable that the mobile device having
the sixth structure includes a keeping unit of position infor-
mation of the expected getting-off place of the vehicle, a
position detection unit which detects a position of the mobile
device itself, and an approach detection unit which detects an
approach of the vehicle at the expected getting-off place from
the position information of the keeping unit and a position
detected by the position detection unit, so as to estimate in
advance an arrival of the vehicle at an expected getting-off
place on the basis of the approach detection by the approach
detection unit and a predetermined movement decided by the
decision unit (fifteenth structure).

In addition, it is preferable that the mobile device having
the sixth structure includes a position detection unit which
detects a position of the mobile device itself, and a control
unit which estimates a next movement of the entire mobile
device on the basis of a predetermined movement decided by
the decision unit and a position detected by the position
detection unit (sixteenth structure).

In addition, it is preferable that the mobile device having
the sixth structure includes a keeping unit which keeps infor-
mation about a plan of movement of the entire mobile device,
and a control unit which estimates a next movement of the
entire mobile device on the basis of a predetermined move-
ment decided by the decision unit and information kept by the
keeping unit (seventeenth structure).

In addition, it is preferable in the mobile device having the
sixth structure that the decision unit estimates that the vehicle
on which the owner of the mobile device boards is decelerat-
ing so as to stop at a predetermined station (eighteenth struc-
ture).

In addition, it is preferable that the mobile device having
the sixth structure includes a ticket information providing
unit, an event information providing unit, and a control unit
which estimates a place to get off the vehicle on the basis of
information from the ticket information providing unit and
the event information providing unit, in which the announce-
ment unit generates announcement information about a rela-
tionship between the mobile device and the place to get off on
the basis of estimation by the control unit and decision by the
decision unit (nineteenth structure).

In addition, it is preferable in the mobile device having the
nineteenth structure that the information provided from the
event information providing unit relates to an actually board-
ing vehicle, in which the control unit removes a place to get on
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or off where the vehicle does not stop from the estimated
candidates on the basis of the information from the event
information providing unit (twentieth structure).

Effects of the Invention

According to the mobile device of the present invention, its
function can be utilized effectively for information announce-
ment to the owner of the mobile device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
mobile device system according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a basic flowchart of a mobile control unit accord-
ing to a first example illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating details of Step S18 illus-
trated in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating details of Step S42 illus-
trated in FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating details of Step S44 illus-
trated in FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating details of Step S30 illus-
trated in FIG. 2.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating details of Step S22 illus-
trated in FIG. 2.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
mobile device system according to an embodiment of the
present invention. The example forms a transport using sys-
tem including a mobile phone 2, in which information about
use of a transport facility is stored in the mobile phone 2, so
that convenience in use of the transport facility is improved by
communication between the mobile phone 2 and a transport
facility management system. Further, acceleration and decel-
eration information accompanying service of the transport
facility detected by an acceleration sensor built in the mobile
phone 2 is combined with the above-mentioned stored infor-
mation, so that the convenience in use of the transport facility
is further improved.

The mobile phone 2 includes a mobile control unit 4 con-
stituted of a computer which controls the entire mobile phone
and controls a telephone function unit 8 and the like in accor-
dance with an operation by a mobile operation unit 6. Func-
tions of the mobile control unit 4 are performed by software
stored in a storage unit 10. The storage unit 10 stores infor-
mation about use of a transport facility such as a route chart,
a timetable, a commuter ticket, a ticket and the like as
described later, and stores temporarily various data necessary
for controlling the entire mobile phone 2. The mobile control
unit 4 further controls a display unit 12, so as to perform a
GUI display in association with an operation of the mobile
operation unit 6 and display a control result.

A GPS unit 14 obtains latitude, longitude, and altitude
information as absolute position information of the mobile
phone 2 on the basis of a GPS system from satellites or closest
broadcasting stations, and sends the information to the mobile
control unit 4. The absolute position information is displayed
together with a map on the display unit 12 and is provided as
navigation information by control of the mobile control unit
4.

The mobile phone 2 can perform wireless communication
including ordinary telephone conversation via a telephone



US 9,307,364 B2

5

line by the telephone function unit 8 and a telephone commu-
nication unit 16. The telephone communication unit 16 per-
forms communication for telephone conversation with
another mobile phone and communication via the Internet
with a station server that will be described later so as to
download information about use of a transport facility. In
addition, the mobile phone 2 is equipped with a mobile short
range communication unit 18 which uses any one of a wire-
less LAN, feeble wireless communication, and neighborhood
field communication, or a combination of them, so that the
mobile phone 2 can perform wireless communication with
external equipment existing within the short range commu-
nication area. The communication by the mobile short range
communication unit 18 is based on a specification without
legal restriction and with free charge unlike a telephone line
or the like, though its communication range is restricted.

The mobile short range communication unit 18 can com-
municate with a ticket examiner that will be described later,
and can transmit the absolute position information obtained
by the GPS unit 14 to a GPS unit of other equipment and
receive absolute position information that is obtained by the
GPS unit of the other equipment. Thus, the display unit 12 can
display not only its position but also a position of the other
equipment on the same map, so that relative positional rela-
tionship between them can be checked on the map. Details
thereof is described in Japanese patent application No. 2007-
28393 and the like filed by the same applicant. In addition, the
mobile phone 2 includes an vibration unit 20, which vibrates
the mobile phone 2 so as to notify about incoming call or the
like, and notifies the user of being close to an getting-off
station on the basis of deceleration detection or the like by an
acceleration sensor 26 so as to alarm the user not to ride past
as described later.

The entire mobile phone 2 is supplied with electric power
by a rechargeable main power supply 22, and the storage unit
10 is further backed up by an auxiliary power supply 24
constituted of lithium battery or the like. Thus, itis possible to
prevent information stored in the storage unit 10 from vola-
tizing when the main power supply 22 has discharged or is
exchanged.

The mobile phone 2 further includes the acceleration sen-
sor 26, which detects shaking action of the mobile phone 2 by
the user so as to constitute an input interface, and detects
acceleration or deceleration of the transport facility that the
owner of the mobile phone 2 is using so as to provide infor-
mation indicating approach to an getting-off station.

The mobile phone 2 also includes a connection unit 28 for
an external accessory, and an earphone set can be connected
to the connection unit 28. The earphone set includes an ear-
phone for left ear 30, an earphone for right ear 32, and a
remote controller 34. The remote controller 34 includes a
remote control operation unit 36 for handy operation, and a
display unit 38. The earphones 30 and 32 reproduce sound
information of music contents or game contents stored in the
storage unit 10 of'the mobile phone 2, and announce to notity
an approach to an getting-off station on the basis of decelera-
tion detection or the like by the acceleration sensor 26 so as to
alarm the user not to ride past as described later. This alarm
may be combined with the alarm by the vibration unit 20.

A station server 40 includes a server control unit 42 con-
stituted of a computer which controls the entire station, and
controls a server communication unit 44 to send information
about use of a transport facility such as route chart, timetable,
commuter ticket to the telephone communication unit 16 of
the mobile phone 2. The communication charge is paid by the
station server 40 side. The function of the server control unit
42 is performed by software stored in a server storage unit 46.
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The server storage unit 46 also stores temporarily various data
necessary for communication control or the like performed
by the server communication unit 44.

The information about use of a transport facility includes
ticket information or the like that is necessary every time of
use, which is directly sent to the mobile short range commu-
nication unit 18 from a ticket issuing place or the like of the
station facility without communication charge. Note that as to
reserved-seat ticket information or the like that is used each
time but can be booked in advance, it is possible to send the
information from the server communication unit 44 to the
telephone communication unit 16 of the mobile phone 2 with
communication charge paid by the station server 40 side
similarly to other information.

A ticket examiner machine 48 includes a ticket examiner
control unit 50 constituted of a computer which controls the
entire ticket examiner machine, and performs control by soft-
ware stored in a ticket examiner storage unit 52. The ticket
examiner control unit 50 is also connected to the server con-
trol unit 42 via an intra-station LAN. The ticket examiner
storage unit 52 also stores temporarily various data necessary
for control of the ticket examiner machine 48. The ticket
examiner machine 48 also includes a ticket examiner short
range communication unit 54, which communicates with the
mobile short range communication unit 18 of the mobile
phone 2 carried by the user who passes through the ticket
examiner. A result of the communication is processed by a
ticket examiner detecting/processing unit 56, so as to detect
whether or not the person passing through the ticket examiner
is appropriate, and process information necessary for passing.

Note that FIG. 1 illustrates as if the mobile phone 2 and the
station server 40 perform communication directly with each
other, but as known well, the mobile phone 2 uses a commu-
nication network infrastructure for communication, and actu-
ally, the telephone communication unit 16 and the server
communication unit 44 communicate with each other via a
base station (not shown). On the other hand, the mobile phone
2 and the ticket examiner machine 48 communicate directly
with each other using the mobile short range communication
unit 18 and the ticket examiner short range communication
unit 54 as illustrated in the diagram.

FIG. 2 is a basic flowchart of transport facility using func-
tion of the mobile control unit 4 according to a first example
illustrated in FIG. 1, which starts by detection of an approach
to the ticket examiner machine 48 using a short range com-
munication radio wave. When the process flow starts, first in
Step S2, a process of checking an IP address of the mobile
phone 2 is performed by communication with the ticket
examiner machine 48, so as to detect an approach of the
owner of the mobile phone 2 to the ticket examiner. Next, in
Step S4, a process of authentication whether or not the owner
is qualified to pass through the ticket examiner is performed
on the basis of commuter ticket information or ticket infor-
mation stored in the storage unit 10 by communication with
the ticket examiner machine 48.

Next, in Step S6, it is checked whether or not the owner of
the mobile phone 2 has passed the ticket examiner machine 48
to enter in predetermined time after the authentication by
communication between the mobile phone 2 and the ticket
examiner machine 48. Note that if passing through the ticket
examiner cannot be authenticated in Step S4, a gate of the
ticket examiner machine 48 is closed so that the owner of the
mobile phone 2 cannot enter through the ticket examiner as a
matter of course. When the entrance through the ticket exam-
iner is detected in Step S6, the process goes to Step S8 in
which the owner of the mobile phone 2 sends information
indicating that the owner has passed through the ticket exam-
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iner to the ticket examiner machine 48. Note that the ticket
examiner passage information that is sent is transmitted
together with the IP address checked in Step S2 from the
ticket examiner control unit 50 to the server control unit 42 of
the station server 40. The station server 40 transmits the name
of the owner of the mobile phone 2, the station name, and
ticket examiner passage time from the server communication
unit 44 to a destination that is enrolled in advance responding
to the received IP address by e-mail via the Internet. The
destination is, for example, home of the owner of the mobile
phone 4. Thus, itis possible to check a movement of the owner
of'the mobile phone 2 at home so as to watch a child or an old
person.

Next, in Step S10, update information of the route chart,
the timetable and the like is received from the ticket examiner
machine 48. Further in Step S12, getting-on station informa-
tion such as a getting-on station name is received from the
ticket examiner machine 48, and the process goes to Step S14.
In Step S14, it is checked whether or not the acceleration
sensor 26 has detected acceleration that is unique to departure
of'a train. If it has not detected, the process goes to Step S16,
in which it is checked whether or not there is an exceptional
state where the owner did not take the train but got out through
the ticket examiner to make sure. If the owner did not get out,
the process goes to Step S14. In this way, as long as there is no
detection of departure acceleration and there is no detection
of getting out through the ticket examiner, Step S14 and Step
S16 are repeated, so as to wait for departure of the train that
the owner of the mobile phone 2 takes after entering through
the ticket examiner.

If departure acceleration is detected in Step S14, the pro-
cess goes to Step S18 in which an getting-off station detection
process is performed. This is a process necessary for urging
the owner of the mobile phone 2 to get off the train at the
getting-off station and announce him or her not to ride past
because of napping or thinking. When it is decided that the
getting-off station is detected, a detection flag is set. The
detail will be described later. In Step S18, it is checked
whether or not an getting-off station detection flag is set in the
getting-off station detection process of Step S20. Then, if the
getting-off station detection flag is set, the process goes to
Step S22, the getting-off station notification process is per-
formed. This is a process for announcing the getting-off sta-
tion detection to the owner of the mobile phone 2, and details
thereof will be described later. An getting-off station pre-
detection flag is reset, and train confirmation information and
an estimated getting-off station are erased before going to the
next Step S24.

In Step S24, it is checked whether or not the departure
acceleration is detected in a predetermined time from the
announcement. This is a check whether the owner of the
mobile phone 2 rode past despite of the announcement of the
getting-off station or the train that the owner of the mobile
phone 2 changed as a schedule has departed. If the departure
acceleration is not detected in a predetermined time, the pro-
cess goes to Step S26, and it is checked whether or not the
owner of the mobile phone 2 has got out through the ticket
examiner of the getting-off station in another predetermined
time after that. If it is detected in Step S26 that the owner of
the mobile phone 2 has got out through the ticket examiner of
the getting-off station, the process goes to Step S28 in which
information indicating that the owner of the mobile phone 2
has passed through the ticket examiner of the getting-off
station is transmitted to the ticket examiner machine 48 of the
getting-off station, and the process flow is finished. Further,
similarly to the case of Step S8, the transmitted ticket exam-
iner passage information at the getting-off station is transmit-
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ted by e-mail via the Internet together with the IP address
from the ticket examiner control unit 50 of the getting-off
station via the station server 40 of the getting-oft station to the
pre-enrolled destination. For instance, a family of the owner
of'the mobile phone 2 can know that he or she has got out the
getting-off station.

On the other hand, if it is not confirmed in Step S20 that the
getting-off station detection flag is set, or if the departure
acceleration is not detected in a predetermined time in Step
S24, or if the getting out through the ticket examiner is not
detected in a predetermined time in Step S26, the process
goes to Step S30 so as to perform a GPS correction process.
This process is a process of confirming whether or not the
getting-off station to be detected in Step S18 should be
changed on the basis of information from the GPS unit 14 and
correcting the same if necessary. Details thereof will be
described later. When the GPS correction process is finished
in Step S30, it is checked in Step S32 whether or not the owner
of'the mobile phone 2 has got out through the ticket examiner.
This is a countermeasure against the case where the process
goes from Step S26 to Step S30 as a result that the owner of
the mobile phone 2 did not get out through the ticket examiner
of'the getting-off station in a predetermined time for a certain
reason. Here, if the getting out through the ticket examiner is
detected, the process goes to Step S28 so as to perform the
same process as the case where the process goes to Step S28
via Step S26.

On the contrary, if the getting out through the ticket exam-
iner is not detected in Step S32, the process goes back to Step
S18, and repeats the loop of Step S18 to Step S26, Step S30,
and Step S32 unless the getting-off station is detected in Step
S20, or the departure acceleration is not detected in Step S24,
or the getting out through the ticket examiner is detected in
Step S26 or Step S32.

In addition, if the getting out through the ticket examiner is
detected in Step S16, the process goes to Step S34 in which
information indicating that the owner of the mobile phone 2
once entered through the ticket examiner of the getting-on
station but got out through the ticket examiner without getting
on the train is transmitted to the ticket examiner machine 48,
and the process flow is finished. Further, in this case too,
similarly to the case of Step S8, the information indicating
getting out through the ticket examiner of the getting-on
station is transmitted by e-mail via the Internet together with
the IP address from the ticket examiner control unit 50 via the
station server 40 to the pre-enrolled destination. For instance,
a family of the owner of the mobile phone 2 can know that he
or she did not get on the train because of a certain reason at the
getting-on station. Note that if entering through the ticket
examiner is not detected in a predetermined time in Step S6,
it means that the owner of the mobile phone 2 was not allowed
to pass through the ticket examiner in Step S4, or he or she did
not enter through the ticket examiner by his or her intention.
Therefore, the process flow is finished promptly.

Further, in the period while the above-mentioned loop of
Step S14 and Step S16 is repeated, it seems that any other
function is not performed. However, this is because of sim-
plification of the description of the process flow, and Step
S14, Step S16, Step S24, Step S26, and Step S32 are steps of
watching presence or absence of interrupt. Specifically, for
example, when the process goes through Step S12, interrupt
of departure acceleration detection in Step S14 is enabled. If
the interrupt is detected, the process goes to Step S18. In
addition, interrupt of the getting out through the ticket exam-
iner in Step S16 is enabled unless the interrupt of the depar-
ture acceleration detection is detected in Step S14 via Step
S12. If the interrupt of the getting out through the ticket
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examiner is detected, the process goes to Step S34. Further, as
a matter of course, the interrupts in Step S14 and in Step S16
are disabled until the process goes via Step S12. In addition,
if the process goes to Step S18 or Step S34 by the interrupt
detection in Step S14 or in Step S16, the interrupts in Step S14
and Step S16 are both disabled. As described above, the
mobile control unit 4 can perform other functions while wait-
ing the interrupt in Step S14 or in Step S16 via Step S12.

In the same manner, Step S20, Step S24, Step S26, and Step
S32 are steps watching presence or absence of interrupt in
real. The interrupt is enabled in the steps just before them and
is disabled when the process goes to the next step by the
interrupt detection. Thus, the mobile control unit 4 can per-
form other functions while the loop of Step S18 to Step S26,
Step S30, and Step S32 is repeated. Hereinafter, although
description is omitted, in the process flow illustrated in the
diagram, the steps having detection that may occur at
unknown timing should be understood to be interrupt detec-
tion steps in the same manner.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating details of the getting-off
station detection process in Step S18 illustrated in FIG. 2.
When the process tflow starts, a boarding train estimation
process is performed in Step S42. Details thereof will be
described later. When the train on which the owner of the
mobile phone 2 got is estimated in Step S42, the process goes
to Step S44 in which the getting-off station estimation process
is performed. Note that as to this getting-off station, if chang-
ing trains is necessary until reaching the final destination, an
getting-off station for changing trains is estimated. Details of
the getting-off station estimation process in Step S44 will be
described later. When the getting-off station is estimated in
Step S44, the process goes to Step S46.

In Step S46, it is checked whether or not deceleration of the
train for stopping at the next station is detected by the accel-
eration sensor 26. The train reduces its speed not only for
stopping but also for other reason appropriately. It is decided
whether or not the deceleration is for stopping on the basis of
comparison with a deceleration pattern for stopping that is
stored in advance. If stopping deceleration is detected in Step
S46, a stopping deceleration frequency counter is incre-
mented in Step S47, and the process goes to Step S48 in which
it is checked whether or not information of the next station
position after necessary update in Step S10 illustrated in FIG.
2 is stored in the storage unit 10. Then, if the next station
position information is stored, the process goes to Step S50 in
which the current position obtained from the GPS unit 14 at
the time point when the stopping deceleration is detected is
close to the next station position within a predetermined
distance.

If the approach to the next station is not detected in Step
S50, it is considered that there was a certain malfunction in
obtaining the next station position information, the stopping
deceleration detection, or the GPS information, and therefore
the process goes to Step S52. In addition, if the next station
position information is not detected in Step S48, the process
goes directly to Step S52. In Step S52, it is checked whether
or not information of estimated time of arrival to the next
station after necessary update in Step S10 illustrated in FIG.
2 is stored in the storage unit 10. If the next station estimated
arrival time information is stored, the process goes to Step
S54 in which it is checked whether or not the current time
when the stopping deceleration is detected is within a prede-
termined time to the next station estimated arrival time.

If it is not detected in Step S54 that the current time is just
before the next station estimated arrival time, it is considered
that there is a certain malfunction in the next station estimated
arrival time information or in the stopping deceleration detec-
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tion, and therefore the process goes to Step S56. In addition,
if the next station estimated arrival time information is not
detected in Step S52, the process goes directly to Step S56. In
Step S56, it is checked whether or not there is a stop history of
the previous station. If it is not checked there is, the process
goes to Step S58 in which it is checked whether or not the
number of times of the stopping deceleration detection that is
counted in Step S47 has reached a predetermined number of
times. If it has reached a predetermined number of times, the
process goes to Step S60.

On the other hand, if the approach to the next station is
detected in Step S50, the process goes to Step S62 in which it
is checked whether or not the approaching next station is the
getting-off station. This is performed on the basis of the
getting-off station estimation in Step S44, and the route chart
and timetable information after necessary update in Step S10
of FIG. 2. Then, if it is confirmed in Step S62 that the
approaching next station is the getting-off station, the process
goes to Step S60. In addition, if it is detected in Step S54 that
the current time is just before the next station estimated arrival
time, the process also goes to Step S62 in which it is checked
whether or not the next station just before the estimated
arrival time is the getting-off station. Then, if it is confirmed
that it is the getting-off station, the process goes to Step S60.

Further, if the history is confirmed in Step S56 which
indicates that the train has stopped correctly in the previous
station, the process also goes to Step S62 in which it is
checked whether or not the next station is the getting-off
station. Then, if it is confirmed that it is the getting-off'station,
the process goes to Step S60. If the process goes from Step
S56 to Step S62, it has not been confirmed that the stopping
deceleration detected in Step S46 is due to the approach to the
next station, but at least stopping in the previous station is
confirmed. Therefore, although there is a small possibility of
the deceleration due to an accident before the next station, the
deceleration is regarded to be due to the approach to the next
station that the process goes to Step S62. Then, if it is con-
firmed in Step S62 that the next station is the getting-off
station, the process goes to Step S60.

In Step S60, an getting-off station pre-detection flag is set,
s0 as to prepare for the getting-off station notification process
in Step S22 after Step S20 illustrated in FIG. 2. Further, ifthe
number of times of stopping deceleration detection reaches a
predetermined number of times in Step S58 as described
above, the process also goes to Step S60 in which the getting-
off station pre-detection flag is set. This case corresponds to
the case where there is no information except the checking in
Step S58. By setting the above-mentioned predetermined
number of times to the number of stopping way stations until
the getting-off station, when the stopping deceleration detec-
tion reaches a predetermined number of times, it is regarded
to be the deceleration for stopping at the getting-off station,
and the process goes to Step S60. If a deceleration occurs in
other place than stations due to an accident or a disturbance in
the diagram and is counted, the number of times of stopping
deceleration detection may reach the predetermined number
of times before reaching the getting-off station. Still, in this
case, it is decided to be the deceleration for stopping at the
getting-off station for safety. Note that if the decision may be
an error as described above, a form of the announcement in
the getting-off station notification process in Step S22 illus-
trated in FIG. 2 is changed as described later.

When the setting of the getting-off station pre-detection
flag is completed in Step S60, the process goes to Step S64 in
which the stopping deceleration frequency counter is reset,
and the process flow is finished. Further, if the stopping decel-
eration is not detected in Step S46, or if it is not detected that
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the stopping deceleration detection in Step S58 has reached a
predetermined number of times, the process flow is finished
promptly.

In addition, if it is not detected that the stopping decelera-
tion detection is for the getting-off station in Step S62, it
means that the deceleration is for stopping at a way station.
Therefore, the process goes to Step S66 in which itis checked
whether or not the stopping at the station is detected by the
acceleration sensor 26. The detection of stopping is per-
formed on the basis of verification with an acceleration varia-
tion pattern stored in advance that is decided to be stopping,
and lapse time from the detection in Step S46. Then, if the
stopping is not confirmed, it means that the train did not stop
actually after the stopping deceleration. Therefore, the pro-
cess flow is finished promptly. On the other hand, if the
stopping is confirmed, the process goes to Step S68 in which
it is checked whether or not the departure acceleration is
detected in a predetermined time after the stop detection.
Then, if the acceleration is detected, the stop and the restart at
the way station can be confirmed as described above. There-
fore, the process goes to Step S70 in which a stopping station
passing through history is updated, and the process flow is
finished. Further, if the departure acceleration in a predeter-
mined time after stopping is not detected in Step S68, a case
of an accident of the train itself, a case where the owner of the
mobile phone 2 got off the train at the station though it was not
the getting-oft station, and other various cases can be consid-
ered. Therefore, the process flow is finished promptly.

The process flow itselfillustrated in FIG. 3 is executed only
once from its start to finish without repetition. Then, after the
process flow finishes, the process goes to Step S20 in FIG. 2
in which presence or absence of the getting-off station pre-
detection flag is checked. If the flag is not checked, the pro-
cess goes back to Step S18 via Step S30 and Step S32.
Therefore, in the repetition of the loop, the process flow
illustrated in FIG. 3 is executed once every time in Step S18.
Thus, the getting-off station detection process illustrated in
FIG. 3 that is a specific process in Step S18 functions repeat-
edly unless the getting-off station pre-detection flag is
detected in Step S20 illustrated in FIG. 2 or the getting out
through the ticket examiner is detected in Step S32, so as to
prepare for an approach of the train to the getting-off station.
Note that if the process goes to Step S70 via Step S56, there
is small possibility that update of stopping station history
causes an error. The correction thereof will be described later.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating details of the boarding
train estimation process in Step S42 illustrated in FIG. 3.
When the process flow is started, presence or absence of
boarding train confirmation information is checked in Step
S74. The case where there is train confirmation information
means a case where the process goes via Step S18 illustrated
in FIG. 2 at least once, and via the boarding train estimation
process in Step S42 illustrated in FIG. 3. On the other hand,
the case where there is no train information means a case
where the process goes to Step S18 first time after the
entrance through the ticket examiner in the process flow illus-
trated in FIG. 2 or a case where the boarding train confirma-
tion information is erased by the procedure that will be
described later. If the train information is detected in Step
S74, the process goes to Step S76.

In Step S76, it is checked whether or not the commuter
ticket information is stored in the storage unit 10 illustrated in
FIG. 1. Then, if the commuter ticket information is stored, it
is checked whether or not the current position is within a
commuter ticket section on the basis of information from the
GPS unit 14 illustrated in FIG. 1. If it is within the section, the
process goes to Step S80 in which itis checked whether or not
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the current time is in an outward time period using a com-
muter ticket. As a result, if it is not in the outward time period,
the process goes to Step S82 in which it is checked whether or
not the current time is in a homeward time period. If it is true,
the process goes to Step S84. In addition, if it is detected in
Step S80 that it is the outward time period, the process goes
directly to Step S84. Note that the outward time period and the
homeward time period are set automatically by learning the
time of day of passing through the ticket examiner every day,
butitis possible to set the same manually with higher priority.
These setting results are stored in the storage unit 10 illus-
trated in FIG. 1 for comparing with the current time in Step
S80 and in Step S82.

In Step S84, it is regarded that the owner of the mobile
phone 2 is in a train in the time period of daily route using the
commuter ticket on the basis of the confirmation of being the
outward time period or the homeward time period, and a train
estimation range is limited to the range corresponding to the
same. Then, the process goes to Step S86. On the other hand,
if the commuter ticket information is not detected in Step S76,
or if the GPS current position is not in the commuter ticket
section in Step S78, or if it is not either the outward time
period or the homeward time period after the process from
Step S80 via Step S82, the process goes directly to Step S86.

In Step S86, it is checked whether or not the process
reached to Step S18 via Step S26 illustrated in FIG. 2. Via
Step S26 means the case where the process goes to Step S30
without the acceleration or getting out through the ticket
examiner in a predetermined time after the getting-off station
announcement and goes back to Step S18. This means a
situation of waiting a train to get on next after getting off the
train at the station that was announced, or a situation staying
in the getting-off station for a certain reason. If it is not
detected that the process went via Step S26, the process goes
to Step S88 in which it is checked whether or not the process
reached the Step S18 via Step S14 illustrated in FIG. 2. Via
Step S14 means a case the process goes to Step S18 first time
after entering through the ticket examiner. Therefore, it is
certain that the train has departed the station of the entrance
through the ticket examiner if the process went via Step S14.
Therefore, the process goes to Step S90 in which the depar-
ture station is confirmed on the basis of station information
obtained in Step S10. Then, the process flow goes to Step S92.
On the other hand, if it is not detected in Step S88 that the
process went via Step S14, it means that the process went
back to Step S18 via Step S24. This means to have ridden past
the announced station and the train has departed or that the
train to get on next has departed. Therefore, the process goes
to Step S94 in this case, in which the departure station is
confirmed from position information obtained from the GPS
unit 14, and the process goes to Step S92.

In Step S92, it is checked whether or not the time when the
acceleration is detected in Step S14 illustrated in FIG. 2
agrees with departure time of any train in the timetable. Then,
if they agree with each other, the process goes to Step S92 in
which it is estimated that the train is the boarding train on the
basis of the station information and the departure time, and
the process flow is finished. On the other hand, if there is no
train of the departure time that agrees with the acceleration
time on the timetable in Step S92, it is estimated that the
diagram is confused. Therefore, the process goes to Step S98
in which a plurality of train candidates that may be boarded
are set from the original timetable, and the process flow is
finished.

If it is detected in Step S86 that the process went via Step
S26, it corresponds to the situation described above, in which
the owner of the mobile phone 2 stays at the getting-off station
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for a certain reason. Therefore, the process goes to Step S100
in which the current station is confirmed from the GPS infor-
mation. Next, trains that can depart the current station after
the time are searched for in Step S102. These trains include a
returning train in the case where owner of the mobile phone 2
gets off the train after riding past, or a train to be waited for
long time to get on next. Current station information, time
information, timetable information, and commuter ticket
information if necessary, are used for searching for the plu-
rality of train candidates that can be taken. Then, the boarding
train candidates retrieved in Step S104 are set, and the process
flow is finished. Further, if the estimated trains are not con-
firmed when the process flow illustrated in FIG. 4 is finished,
the candidates are narrowed down including the boarding
train in the getting-off station estimation process of Step S44
following the boarding train estimation process of Step S42
illustrated in FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating details of the getting-off
station estimation process in Step S44 illustrated in FIG. 3.
When the process flow starts, presence or absence of the
estimated getting-off station information is checked in Step
S112. Then, if this information is missing, the process goes to
Step S114 and the succeeding steps so as to determine the
estimated getting-off station. The case where the estimated
getting-off station information is missing is a case where the
process reaches the getting-off station detection process in
Step S18 first time via Step S14 illustrated in FIG. 2, or a case
where the estimated getting-off station information is erased
as a result of the getting-off station notification process per-
formed after reaching the original estimated getting-off sta-
tion. The latter case occurs in changing the train or in riding
past.

In Step S114, it is checked whether or not the boarding train
is decided in the boarding train estimation process prior to the
getting-off station estimation process. The case where it is not
decided means a case where a plurality of train candidates are
set in Step S98 or in Step S104. In this case, the process goes
to Step S116 in which it is checked whether or not the board-
ing train can be decided on the basis of movement direction
based on GPS information history. This check is effective for
discriminating whether it is an up train or a down train, or for
discriminating in which direction the train is headed in the
case where the line is branched. However, by this check, the
narrowing down cannot be performed in the case where the
plurality of candidates are trains heading the same direction
of the same line.

If the boarding train is not decided in Step S116, the pro-
cess goes to Step S118 in which it is checked whether or not
the boarding train can be decided with reference to the stop-
ping station history. This is effective for discriminating
whether the train is an express train or a local train. If the
boarding train is not decided in Step S118, the process goes to
Step S120 in which it is checked whether or not the boarding
train can be decided by excluding trains that were not used.
This is, for example, a case where there are train candidates of
different departure times, and because the train of earlier
departure time is not used, the train to be get on is decided to
be the train of later departure time. If the boarding train is not
decided also in Step S120, the process goes to Step S122.

In Step S122, a process of setting one boarding train tem-
porarily is performed by a predetermined estimation logic in
which learned information of past boarding history of the
owner of the mobile phone 2 is taken into account, so that the
boarding train is decided, the process goes to Step S124. In
addition, if the boarding train is decided in any one of Step
S112, Step S114, Step S116, Step S118, and Step S120, the
process goes to Step S124 promptly at the time.
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In Step S124, presence or absence of the commuter ticket
information is checked. If the information is missing, it means
boarding by using a ticket, so the process goes to Step S126.
In Step S126, it is checked whether or not the next station is
within an area of the ticket fare on the basis of ticket infor-
mation, current position information, and route information.
Then, if it is within an area of the ticket fare, the process goes
to Step S128 in which it is checked whether or not the train is
alocal train on the basis of boarding train information. If it is
not true, it means that the train is an express train or the like,
so the process goes to Step S130 in which the train to passes
through without stopping is excluded from target stations,
and the process goes to Step S132. On the other hand, if it is
detected in Step S128 that the train is a local train, the process
goes directly to Step S132.

In Step S132, it is checked whether or not there is a station
for changing trains in the area of the ticket fare. If there is a
corresponding station, the process goes to Step S134 in which
the station for changing trains that is closest is set as the
estimated getting-off station, and the process flow is finished.
On the other hand, if there is no station for changing trains in
the area of the ticket fare in Step S132, the process goes to
Step S136 in which the closest station in the area of the ticket
fare is set as the estimated getting-off station, and the process
flow is finished. Note that the closest station in the area of the
ticket fare means a station that is closest except for station that
can be reached by fare lower than the fare of purchased ticket
by one step. In other words, it is the station among stations for
which the ticket should be purchased. Step S134 and Step
S136 are the process in which the estimated getting-off sta-
tion is set as a station having a possibility of getting off by
ticket boarding, if there is, for safety, so that the announce-
ment is performed when reaching the station. As a matter of
course, the station may not be the desired getting-oft station,
but it is surely a station close to the getting-off station based
on the range of the ticket fare, so that the above-mentioned
estimation is performed.

On the other hand, if it is decided in Step S126 that the next
station is not in the area of the ticket fare, the process goes to
Step S138 in which the next station is regarded as the esti-
mated getting-off station, and the process flow is finished.
This is because there is high possibility that the owner of the
mobile phone 2 rode past the getting-off station, so that it is
considered to be appropriate to notify to get off the train at the
next station.

In addition, if the commuter ticket information is detected
in Step S124, the process goes to Step S140 in which it is
checked whether or not the train is a train in a time period for
commuting by using a commuter ticket. If it is not a train in
the time period, it is not always true that the owner of the
mobile phone 2 is heading to the everyday getting-off station
determined by the commuter ticket. Therefore, the process
goes to Step S126 in which the same process as the above-
mentioned ticket boarding is performed. On the other hand, if
it is decided in Step S140 that the train is a train in the
commuting time period, the process goes to Step S142 in
which it is checked whether or not there is a station for
changing trains. Then, if it is decided that there is a station for
changing trains, the process goes to Step S134 in which the
station for changing trains is regarded as the estimated get-
ting-off station, and the process flow is finished. If the process
goes to Step S134 from Step S132, the station for changing
trains is not necessarily the desired getting-off station. But if
the process goes to Step S134 via Step S142, the station for
changing trains is the real getting-off station indicated in the
commuter ticket boarding. On the other hand, if it is decided
in Step S142 that there is no station for changing trains on the
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way, the process goes to Step S144 in which the target station
in the commuter ticket information is regarded as the esti-
mated getting-off station, and the process flow is finished.
Also in this case, the estimated getting-off station is the real
getting-off station in the commuter ticket boarding. Further,
in Step S144, in both end stations in the section of the com-
muter ticket information, the station that does not correspond
to the getting-on station information obtained in Step S12
illustrated in FIG. 2 is estimated as the target station. Further,
instead of this, it is possible to decide which one of the end
stations in the commuter ticket section is appropriate to be
regarded as the target station on the basis of the current
position information obtained from the GPS unit 14. Further,
it is possible to discriminate whether it is on the way to work
or the way to home on the basis of the current time informa-
tion, so as to decide which one of the end stations in the
commuter ticket section is appropriate to be regarded as the
target station. Further, if the boarding train is estimated after
changing train, it is possible to decide which one of the end
stations in the commuter ticket section is appropriate to be
regarded as the target station, on the basis of a result of the
boarding train estimation.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating details of the GPS correc-
tion process in Step S30 illustrated in FIG. 2. When the
process flow starts, it is checked whether or not the estimated
getting-off station is set in Step S152. If the estimated getting-
off station is set, it means that the boarding train is decided.
The process flow illustrated in FIG. 6 is performed for cor-
recting error if there is in deciding of the boarding train. This
function is provided for a main purpose of correcting error
because there may be error in the decided train that is decided
temporarily in Step S122, but it can also support a case where
there is error about the train decided by a normal process.

If it is detected in Step S152 that the estimated getting-off
station is set, it is checked in Step S154 whether or not the
GPS information is available. If it is available, the process
goes to Step S156 in which GPS information of the current
position is obtained. Next, it is checked in Step S158 whether
or not the current position has moved to the outside of the
route of the decided train on the basis of the GPS information.
If it is true, it means that a train of a route that is not the real
one is decided as the boarding train. If it is not true in Step
S158, the process goes to Step S160 in which it is checked
whether or not the owner of the mobile phone 2 rode past the
estimated getting-off station. This corresponds to the case, for
example, where a train stopping in each station is decided as
the boarding train, but actually the owner of the mobile phone
2 is in the express train that passes through the estimated
getting-off station. In this case, even if the estimated getting-
off station is close, the stopping deceleration is not detected.

Ifit is not true in Step S160, the process goes to Step S162
in which it is checked whether or not the stopping station
history does not agree with a diagram of the train that is
decided as the boarding train. This also occurs when a wrong
train is decided as the boarding train. If it is true in Step S162,
the process goes to Step S164. Note that the process goes to
Step S164 also in the case where it is true in Step S158 or in
Step S160.

In Step S164, the ticket information of the commuter ticket
or the ticket is read out. After that, the route chart information
is read out in Step S166, the timetable information is read out
in Step S168, the time information is read out in Step S170,
and the GPS current position information is read out in Step
S172.In Step S174, a correcting process of the decided board-
ing train is performed on the basis of the above-mentioned
pieces of information, and the process flow is finished.
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On the other hand, if the setting of the estimated getting-off
station is not detected in Step S152, the process goes to Step
S176. In Step S176, it is checked whether or not the departure
acceleration is detected in the case where the process goes to
the GPS correction process in Step S30 via Step S26 illus-
trated in FIG. 2. The case where the departure acceleration is
detected corresponds to, for example, the case where the
owner of the mobile phone 2 got off the train at the station in
accordance with the getting-off station notification process in
Step S22, waited relatively long time for a forward or back-
ward train to get on next, and the train arrived and restarted
after the owner of the mobile phone 2 got on. Such the accel-
eration detection is critical information for the boarding train
confirmation. Therefore, the process goes to Step S164, and
then Steps S164 to S174 are executed so as to decide the
boarding train. On the other hand, if the acceleration is not
detected in Step S176, the process flow is finished promptly.
In this case, the process goes back to Step S18 illustrated in
FIG. 2, and the boarding train is decided by Step S104.

Note that if GPS information of the current position is not
obtained in Step S154, the process goes to Step S176. In this
case, if the departure acceleration is detected in Step S176, the
boarding train confirmation can be corrected even if the GPS
information is missing. Therefore, the process goes to Step
S164. In addition, if the disagreement of the stopping station
history is not detected in Step S162, the process also goes to
Step S176. In this case, it means that any of various illogi-
calities in the boarding train confirmation based on the GPS
information is not detected. Therefore, it is not necessary to
correct the boarding train confirmation, and it is usually sup-
posed that process flow if finished promptly. However, in this
case too, if the departure acceleration is detected in Step
S176, the process goes to Step S164 in which the boarding
train is confirmed to make it sure.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating details of the getting-off
station notification process in Step S22 illustrated in FIG. 2.
When the process flow starts, it is checked in Step S182
whether or not the next station is in the area of the ticket fare.
Then, if it is not in the area of the ticket fare, the process goes
to Step S184 in which announcement execution cancel opera-
tion is allowed. This example of the present invention is
aimed at announcing an approach of the getting-off station to
the owner of the mobile phone 2 who does not notice the
approach because of napping or thinking. Therefore, it is
designed to turn on the announcement function forcibly in
usual case, even if the owner sets the mobile phone 2 in any
manner. In other words, cancellation of the announcement
function by the owner of the mobile phone 2 is not allowed in
usual case. However, if it is detected in Step S182 that the next
station is not in the area of the ticket fare, the owner of the
mobile phone 2 has already ridden over. Therefore, in this
state, if the owner of the mobile phone 2 wants to cancel the
announcement function, it is considered that he or she has
ridden over intentionally. In this case, if the announcement
execution cannot be canceled so that the announcement is
repeated, the owner of the mobile phone 2 may be bothered.
Therefore, the canceling operation is allowed in Step S184,
and the process goes to Step S186. On the other hand, if the
next station is in the area of the ticket fare in Step S182, the
process goes directly to Step S186, so that the announcement
execution cannot be canceled as the initial design concept.

In Step S186, the history whether or not the process goes to
the getting-oft station announcement via the commuter ticket
information is checked. “Via the commuter ticket informa-
tion” means the case where the getting-off station pre-detec-
tion flag is set in Step S60 illustrated in FIG. 3 concerning the
estimated getting-off station set in Step S144 illustrated in
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FIG. 5 or the estimated getting-off station set in accordance
with a result of reaching Step S134 via Step S140. If it is true,
the process goes to Step S188 in which the get-off advice
announcement is prepared, and the process goes to Step S190.
On the other hand, if ““via the commuter ticket information™ is
not detected in Step S186, the process goes to Step S192 in
which attention announcement is prepared, and the process
goes to Step S190. This announcement alerts attention about
possibility of reaching the getting-off station, and is different
from the announcement in Step S188 so as to enhance reli-
ability of the announcement corresponding to the situation.

In Step S190, prior to the announcement, a music repro-
ducing process is performed for a predetermined time (e.g.,
for 30 seconds) in advance. Note that if the music is already
being reproduced, Step S190 becomes a step of counting a
predetermined time. Then, after a predetermined time passes
in Step S190, a process of securing a silent state of a prede-
termined short period (e.g., two seconds) is performed in Step
S194. Next in Step S196, function of the vibration unit 20
illustrated in FIG. 1 is forcibly turned on, and audio volume of
the announcement is forcibly maximized. Thus, even if the
owner of the mobile phone 2 has turned off vibration function,
the vibration function is forcibly enabled. In addition, if the
owner of the mobile phone 2 has set the audio volume of the
earphone to be low, the announcement is performed at the
maximum audio volume. After that, the process goes to Step
S198 in which the attention vibration is started. Simulta-
neously, the announcement is started in Step S200. After the
vibration and the announcement are started, the process goes
to Step S202 in which it is checked whether or not a prede-
termined time has passed after the train stopped. Then, if the
predetermined time has not passed, the process goes back to
Step S198, and the vibration and the announcement are con-
tinued until the predetermined time passes.

As described above, the music that is being reproduced is
stopped so as to provide a short silent period before starting
the vibration and the announcement, and afterward the vibra-
tion and the announcement are started, in order to waken up
effectively the owner of the mobile phone 2 who is sleeping,
for example. The point is ensuring the silent period in Step
S194, in which the music that was continuously being repro-
duced is stopped so as to ensure the silent period, and after-
ward the announcement is performed. Thus, the stimulating
effect by the announcement is enhanced. Therefore, the
above-mentioned music may be reproduced continuously
after boarding, and a predetermined time of reproduction
when the process goes to Step S190 so as to start the repro-
duction may be any long period as long as the getting-off
station announcement is in time.

If alapse of a predetermined time is detected in Step S202
after the train stopped, the process goes to Step S204 in which
the vibration and the announcement are stopped. After that,
the train confirmation information is erased in Step S206, the
estimated getting-off station information is erased in Step
S208, the getting-oft station pre-detection flag is reset in Step
S210, and the process flow is finished. As described above,
when the process goes to Step S30 via Step S24 or Step S26
illustrated in FIG. 2, a state occurs where the train confirma-
tion information, the estimated getting-off station informa-
tion, and the getting-off station pre-detection flag are missing.
Note that it is needless to say that if the process goes to Step
S30 via Step S20 illustrated in FIG. 2, it is the state with the
train confirmation information and the estimated getting-off
station information. The loop from Step S18 to Step S32
illustrated in FIG. 2 is repeated on the above-mentioned
premise.
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Various characteristics of the present invention described
above are not limited to the example but can be used widely.
For instance, if the stopping deceleration is not detected in
Step S46 illustrated in FIG. 3, the getting-off station pre-
detection flag is not set, and the process goes to Step S30 from
Step S20 illustrated in FIG. 2. Further, the process goes to
Step S160 illustrated in FIG. 6. If it is detected that the
estimated getting-off station is passed through, the process of
correcting the boarding train confirmation is performed in
Step S164 to Step S174. This corresponds to the case where a
train that is stopping in each station is decided as the boarding
train, but actually the owner of the mobile phone 2 was on the
express train that passes through the estimated getting-off
station, for example, as described above. Therefore, the esti-
mated train is corrected. In this way, the structure that can
detect that the expected position is passed through without
detecting the deceleration so as to perform the correction
promptly is a useful characteristic that can be applied widely
without limiting to the correction of the estimated train like
the example. For instance, in a car navigation system, in spite
of guiding to turn right in an intersection, it is supposed that
the car actually runs straight without a deceleration. Then, in
the case of only the GPS, correction of the guiding route is
performed after detecting that the car passed through the
intersection as position information. In contrast, taking the
acceleration information into account as described above,
traveling that does not follow the guidance can be detected in
real time, so that the guiding route can be corrected promptly.

In addition, concrete means of the getting-off station esti-
mation related to the various characteristics of the present
invention are not limited to the example described above. For
instance, information obtained from communication means
with the train provided to the rail for controlling the train or
communication means with the train provided to the station
may be combined with the timetable information, the route
information, the time information, and the like so as to esti-
mate the getting-off station. In addition, concerning the esti-
mation of the getting-off station, it is possible to estimate the
boarding train from the above-mentioned information.

Further, in the example described above, the vehicle is the
train and the place to get oft'is the station, but the effects of the
various characteristics of the present invention are not limited
to this. For instance, the vehicle may be a bus and the place to
get off is a bus stop so as to embody the present invention in
a useful manner.

In addition, the various characteristics related to the noti-
fication process in the example described above can be
applied effectively not only to the announcement in advance
about approach to the place to get off but also to announce-
ment of time of a timer, wake-up announcement, or the like.

Hereinafter, various technical characteristics disclosed
above will be summarized.

First, the first technical characteristic disclosed in this
specification is related to mobile equipment such as a mobile
device or a vehicle.

The mobile equipment such as a mobile device or a vehicle
has various information detection functions such as the accel-
eration sensor or the GPS for various purposes.

However, there are still many problems to be studied for
utilizing these functions.

The first technical characteristic disclosed in this specifi-
cation provides, in view of the above discussion, mobile
equipment that enhances effects of the equipped information
detection function.

Specifically, this specification describes to provide a
mobile equipment as an example of the above-mentioned first
technical characteristic, which includes a storage unit for
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storing an acceleration variation pattern that is unique to a
predetermined movement of the entire mobile equipment, a
comparison unit which compares an acceleration variation
detected by an acceleration detection unit with the accelera-
tion variation pattern stored in the storage unit, and a decision
unit which decides whether or not the entire mobile equip-
ment had a predetermined movement on the basis of a result
of the comparison by the comparison unit. Thus, it becomes
possible to decide a movement of the entire acceleration
detection equipment that is provided to the mobile equip-
ment.

Note that the mobile equipment is a mobile device, for
example, and the storage unit thereof stores the acceleration
variation pattern that is unique to the vehicle on which the
owner of the mobile device boards when the vehicle departs,
and the decision unit decides the departure of the vehicle.
Thus, it is decided that the owner of the mobile device has got
on the vehicle surely.

In addition, if the mobile equipment is the mobile device,
according to other concrete characteristics described in this
specification, the storage unit stores the acceleration variation
pattern that is unique to stopping of the vehicle on which the
owner of the mobile device boards, and the decision unit
decides the stopping of the vehicle in advance. Thus, stopping
of'the vehicle on which the owner of the mobile device boards
is announced in advance, so that it is possible to prevent riding
past or the like.

In addition, according to other characteristics described in
this specification, a mobile equipment is provided, including
an acceleration detection unit, a position detection unit which
detects a position of the mobile equipment itself, and a deci-
sion unit which decides a movement of the entire mobile
equipment on the basis of the acceleration detection unit and
the position detection unit. Such a combination of the accel-
eration detection and the position detection enables to obtain
more useful information than the case where the information
pieces are used separately.

For instance, the decision unit decides whether or not the
mobile equipment had moved to a predetermined position
accompanying a predetermined acceleration variation. Thus,
for example, it can be known in advance whether the mobile
equipment is stopped, or is moving to turn left or right at a
predetermined position. In addition, in another example, the
decision unit decides whether or not the mobile equipment
has passed through a predetermined position without a decel-
eration. Thus, it is possible to know promptly that the mobile
equipment has passed straight through a predetermined posi-
tion to stop or turn left or right. A preferred example of this
mobile equipment is the case where the mobile equipment is
a vehicle such as a car, a train, or the like.

In addition, according to other concrete characteristics
described in this specification, the mobile equipment is a
mobile device, and the decision unit decides whether or not
the vehicle on which the owner of the mobile device boards
has passed through a predetermined station without stopping.
Thus, it is possible to know that the expected local train is
actually an express train, for example. In addition, in another
concrete example in which the mobile equipment is a mobile
device, the decision unit estimates the vehicle on which the
owner of the mobile device boards is decelerating so as to stop
ata predetermined station. Thus, it is possible to announce the
stop of the vehicle in advance to the owner of the mobile
device so that riding past or the like can be avoided.

In addition, according to other characteristics described in
this specification, a mobile equipment is provided, including
an acceleration detection unit, an information obtaining unit
which obtains information about the place where the mobile
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equipment itself is, and a decision unit which decides the
place where the entire mobile equipment is on the basis of the
acceleration detection unit and the information obtaining
unit. This combination of the acceleration detection and the
information obtaining unit enables to obtain more useful
information than the case where the information pieces are
used separately. Note that the information obtaining unit of
this characteristic includes not only the function of obtaining
information automatically but also the function of inputting
information manually with an operation unit or the like.

In addition, according to a concrete characteristic
described in this specification, there is provided a transmis-
sion unit which transmits a result of the decision made by the
decision unit to the outside. Thus, it is possible to monitor a
situation of the mobile equipment externally on the basis of
the information obtained by the decision unit. For instance, if
the mobile equipment is a mobile device, the behavior of the
owner of the mobile device can be monitored in detail.

In addition, according to another concrete characteristic
described in this specification, the mobile equipment is a
mobile device, the information obtaining unit obtains
entrance information of a departure/arrival place of the
vehicle that the owner of the mobile device should board, and
the decision unit decides boarding of the owner of the mobile
device on the vehicle on the basis of the entrance information
and departure acceleration detection by the acceleration
detection unit. Thus, for example, not only the fact that the
owner of the mobile device has enter through the ticket exam-
iner of the station but also the fact that the owner has actually
boarded the vehicle.

In addition, according to another concrete characteristic
described in this specification, the mobile equipment is a
mobile device, the information obtaining unit obtains
expected arrival/departure information of the vehicle that the
owner of the mobile device should board, and the decision
unit decides boarding of the owner of the mobile device onthe
vehicle on the basis of expected departure information and
acceleration detection time detected by the acceleration
detection unit. Thus, for example, it is possible to specify not
only the fact that the owner of the mobile device has entered
through the ticket examiner of the station but also the vehicle
that the owner has actually boarded.

Next, a second technical characteristic disclosed in this
specification is related to a mobile device such as a mobile
phone or a mobile information terminal

A mobile device is equipped with various information and
functions, and there are various proposals about associating
the information and functions with boarding on a public
transport facility including a vehicle such as a train or a bus.

However, there are still many problems to be studied for
utilizing information and functions of mobile devices more
effectively for boarding the public transport facility.

The second technical characteristic disclosed in this speci-
fication provides, in view of the above discussion, the mobile
device that canutilize its information and functions for board-
ing on a public transport facility.

Specifically, this specification describes to provide a
mobile device, as an example of the above-mentioned second
technical characteristic, including a ticket information pro-
viding unit, an event information providing unit, and a control
unit which estimates a place to get off the vehicle on the basis
of information from the ticket information providing unit and
the event information providing unit.

Thus, the station or the bus stop to get off can be automati-
cally estimated in advance. The estimated place to get off can
be used for announcement for preventing riding past, for
example. According to the concrete characteristic, the ticket
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information providing unit provides information whether or
not the ticket is a commuter ticket.

In addition, according to a concrete characteristic
described in this specification, the information provided by
the event information providing unit relates to an actually
boarding vehicle, and the control unit erases places to get on
or off at which the vehicle does not stop from estimation
candidates on the basis of the information from the event
information providing unit. Thus, reliability of the estimation
of the place to get off is increased.

In addition, according to another concrete characteristic
described in this specification, the ticket information unit
provides fare information, the event information providing
unit provides current position information, and the control
unit estimates the next place to get on or off as the place to get
offif the current position is outside the fare range, on the basis
of the provided fare information and the current position
information. Thus, the place to get off can be estimated
promptly after riding past.

In addition, according to a concrete characteristic
described in this specification, the event information provid-
ing unit includes a boarding time providing unit, and the
control unit estimates one of the places to get on or off
included in the commuter ticket information as the place to
get off if the boarding time from the event information pro-
viding unit is in commuter ticket using time period. Even if
commuter ticket information exists, if the use of the vehicle is
not in usual commuter ticket using time period, the boarding
is not always intended to get off at the place to get on or off
included in the commuter ticket information. Therefore, after
confirming that the boarding time is in the commuter ticket
using time period, the commuter ticket information is uti-
lized, so that reliability ofthe estimation of the place to get off
can be increased.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including a
ticket information providing unit, and a control unit which
changes boarding information processing in accordance with
whether or not the ticket information provided by the event
information providing unit is a commuter ticket. Thus, the
boarding information processing corresponding to the ticket
information can be performed. A concrete example of the
boarding information processing performed by the control
unit is estimation of the place to get off the vehicle.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including a
commuter ticket information providing unit, and a control
unit which estimates the place to get off that is one of places
to get on or off included in the commuter ticket information
provided by the commuter ticket information providing unit.
Thus, it is possible to perform an appropriate estimation of the
place to get off by using the commuter ticket information.

Specifically, if the commuter ticket information includes a
transfer place to get on or off; the transfer place to get on or off
is estimated as the place to get off. In addition, as another
concrete example, the control unit estimates the place to get
off that is the one that is not the place to gent on among the
places to get on or oft on both ends of the boarding section of
the commuter ticket information.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including a
ticket information providing unit, and a control unit which
estimates the place to get off that is the closest place to get on
or off among a plurality of places to get on or off in the same
fare section on the basis of the fare information included in
the ticket information provided by the ticket information pro-
viding unit. Thus, also in the case of a normal ticket, an
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appropriate estimation of the place to get off can be per-
formed. Although it is not always possible to narrow it down
to one, it is possible to avoid riding past an expected getting-
off place or estimating too many previous placed to get on or
off as a candidate of the place to get off.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including a
route information providing unit, and a control unit which
estimates the place to get off that is the closest place to get on
or off among a plurality of places to get on or off included in
the route information provided by the route information pro-
viding unit. A place to get on or off for transferring is not
limited to the final destination but may be a place to get off for
transferring on the way, and it is more probable to be the
getting-off station than the place to get on or off for transfer-
ring. Therefore, it is more appropriate to estimate as a candi-
date place to get off.

Next, a third technical characteristic disclosed in this speci-
fication is related to a mobile device such as a mobile phone
or a mobile information terminal

A mobile device has various pieces of information and
functions, and various proposals have been made concerning
utilization of such information and functions.

However, there are still many problems to be studied for
utilizing information and functions of mobile devices more
effectively.

The third technical characteristic disclosed in this specifi-
cation provides, in view of the above discussion, a mobile
device that can utilize information and functions effectively.

Specifically, as an example of the third technical charac-
teristics, this specification describes to provide a mobile
device including an acceleration detection unit, and a control
unit which estimates arrival at the expected getting-oft place
of the vehicle on which the owner of the mobile device in
advance on the basis of the detection of a predetermined
acceleration by the acceleration detection unit. Thus, it is
possible to estimate in advance the arrival at the expected
getting-off place by actual acceleration variation of the
vehicle on which the owner of the mobile device boards.

Note that according to detailed characteristic described in
this specification, the control unit includes a counter which
counts the number of times of predetermined accelerations
detected by the acceleration detection unit, and estimates the
arrival of the vehicle at the expected getting-off place on the
basis of a count value of the counter. Thus, for example,
stopping at places to get on or oft on the way to the expected
getting-off place is counted. When the count value reaches a
predetermined value, it is decided that the acceleration detec-
tion this time is the deceleration for stopping at the expected
getting-off place, so that the arrival at the expected getting-off
place can be estimated in advance.

In addition, according to another detailed characteristic
described in this specification, a position detection unit which
detects the position of the mobile device itself is provided,
and the control unit estimates the arrival of the vehicle at the
expected getting-off place in advance on the basis of the
detection of the position by the position detection unit and the
detection of the predetermined acceleration by the accelera-
tion detection unit. Thus, an approach to the expected getting-
off place is confirmed by the position detection, and the
predetermined acceleration is detected at the position, so that
it is decided to be a deceleration for stopping at the expected
getting-off place. Thus, arrival at the expected getting-off
place can be estimated in advance.

In addition, according to more detailed characteristic
described in this specification, a keeping unit of position
information of the expected getting-off place of the vehicle is
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provided, and the control unit detects an approach of the
vehicle to the expected getting-off place from position infor-
mation of the keeping unit and a result of the position detec-
tion by the position detection unit. Then, on the basis of such
approach detection and a detection of a predetermined accel-
eration by the acceleration detection unit, the arrival of the
vehicle to the expected getting-off place is estimated in
advance.

In addition, according to another detailed characteristic
described in this specification, a current time information
obtaining unit is provided, and the control unit estimates an
arrival of the vehicle to the expected getting-off place in
advance on the basis of the obtained current time information
and a detection of the predetermined acceleration by the
acceleration detection unit. Thus, an approach to the expected
getting-off place is confirmed by the current time, and a
predetermined acceleration at that time is detected, so that it
is decided to be a deceleration for stopping at the expected
getting-off place, thereby the arrival at the expected getting-
off place can be estimated in advance. In addition, according
to more detailed characteristic described in this specification,
a keeping unit of timetable information of the vehicle is
provided, and the control unit detects an approach of the
vehicle to the expected getting-off place from the timetable
information of the keeping unit and the current time informa-
tion. Then, on the basis of the approach detection by this
approach detection unit and predetermined acceleration
detection by the acceleration detection unit, an arrival of the
vehicle to the expected getting-off place is estimated in
advance.

In addition, according to another detailed characteristic
described in this specification, a keeping unit that keeps stop
history information at a predetermined place to get on or off
is provided, and the control unit estimates an arrival of the
vehicle to the expected getting-off place in advance on the
basis of the stop history information of the keeping unit and
predetermined acceleration detection by the acceleration
detection unit. Thus, it is decided to be a deceleration for
stopping at the expected getting-off place by the acceleration
detection in view of the stop history, so that the arrival at the
expected getting-off place can be estimated in advance. An
example that is preferred to such the estimation is, for
example, the case where the stop history information kept in
the keeping unit is a stopping result at the place to get on or off
just previous the expected getting-off place.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including an
acceleration detection unit which detects an acceleration
exerted on the entire mobile device, a position detection unit
which detects a position of the mobile device itself, and a
control unit which estimates a next movement of the entire
mobile device on the basis of a detection of a predetermined
acceleration by the acceleration detection unit and a position
detected by the position detection unit. In this way, by com-
bining the detected current acceleration information and cur-
rent position information as a whole, a next movement of the
entire mobile device can be estimated more appropriately.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including an
acceleration detection unit which detects an acceleration
exerted on the entire mobile device, a current time informa-
tion obtaining unit, and a control unit which estimates a next
movement of the entire mobile device on the basis of a detec-
tion of predetermined acceleration by the acceleration detec-
tion unit and current time obtained by the current time infor-
mation obtaining unit. In this way, by combining the detected
current acceleration information and current time informa-
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tion as a whole, a next movement of the entire mobile device
can be estimated more appropriately.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including an
acceleration detection unit which detects an acceleration
exerted on the entire mobile device, a keeping unit which
keeps information concerning a plan of movement of the
entire mobile device, and a control unit which estimates a next
movement of the entire mobile device on the basis of a detec-
tion of predetermined acceleration by the acceleration detec-
tion unit and information kept by the keeping unit. In this way,
by combining the detected current acceleration information
and information concerning a plan of movement of the entire
mobile device as a whole, a next movement of the entire
mobile device can be estimated more appropriately.

The estimation results of the above-mentioned various
control units can be combined with an announcement unit
which announces the same, so that itis possible to provide the
mobile device that can announce the estimation result to the
owner. A preferred example of the announcement unit is, for
example, an announcement by an audio output unit. In addi-
tion, another preferred example of the announcement unit is a
vibration generation unit which generates a vibration or the
like.

Next, a fourth technical characteristic disclosed in this
specification is related to a mobile device such as a mobile
phone or a mobile information terminal

A mobile device has various pieces of information and
functions, and various proposals have been made concerning
utilization of such information and functions.

However, there are still many problems to be studied for
utilizing information and functions of mobile devices more
effectively.

The fourth technical characteristics disclosed in this speci-
fication provides, in view of the above discussion, a mobile
device which can utilize the function for announcing the
information to the owner of the mobile device.

Specifically, this specification describes, as an example of
the fourth technical characteristics, to provide a mobile
device including an announcement unit which performs
announcement to the owner of the mobile device, and a con-
trol unit which foresees an arrival at the expected getting-off
place of the vehicle on which the owner boards so as to
generate a signal for controlling the announcement unit to
perform the announcement, and resets the signal after the
announcement unit performs the announcement. In this
announcement, the owner does not always get off the vehicle
at the expected getting-oft place that is announced. It may
occur intentionally or by overlooking. The above-mentioned
characteristic of the present invention expects such the case
and resets the signal for the announcement after the
announcement is performed, so that the state of the mobile
device concerning the announcement is resets to be the initial
state.

Further, according to the detailed characteristic described
in this specification, the control unit resets the state of the
mobile device concerning the announcement to be the initial
state by resetting the signal, so as to prepare for precognition
of'an arrival of the vehicle at a next expected getting-off place
in advance in the case where the owner does not get off the
vehicle at the expected getting-off place that is announced, or
the case where the owner gets off the vehicle and gets on
another vehicle.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including a
keeping unit which keeps a plurality of types of announce-
ment data to be output from the audio output unit, and a
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control unit which selects one of the plurality of types of
announcement data on the basis of the precognition of the
arrival at the expected getting-off place of the vehicle on
which the owner of the mobile device boards and controls the
audio output unit to output the selected one. Thus, it is pos-
sible to perform the announcement corresponding to the pre-
cognition so as to avoid confusion. In addition, reliability of
the announcement can be improved because uncertain infor-
mation is not announced.

In addition, according to the detailed characteristic
described in this specification, the plurality of types of
announcement data include different data corresponding to
reliabilities of the precognition by the control unit. For
instance, a get-oftf recommendation is performed in the case
of precognition of an arrival at the expected getting-off place
set on the basis of the commuter ticket information, while
only an attention announcement is performed in the case of
precognition of an arrival on the basis of the ticket informa-
tion that cannot always confirm the expected getting-off
place. Thus, an appropriate announcement can be performed
in accordance with reliability of the precognition.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including an
adjustment unit which adjusts audio volume of the audio
output unit, a precognition unit which foresees an arrival at
the expected getting-off place of the vehicle on which the
owner of the mobile device boards so that the audio output
unit outputs the announcement sound, and a control unit
which selects a predetermined audio volume forcibly regard-
less of adjustment by the adjustment unit when the announce-
ment sound is output from the audio output unit on the basis
of the precognition unit. Thus, even if the audio volume is
lowered for listening to music, when the announcement
sound of the arrival at the expected getting-off place is output,
the announcement is performed forcibly at a maximum audio
volume, for example, so as to prevent the ride past or the like
effectively.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including an
audio output unit, a precognition unit which foresees an
arrival at the expected getting-off place of the vehicle on
which the owner of the mobile device boards so that the audio
output unit outputs the announcement sound, and a control
unit which disables sound output from the audio output unit
for a predetermined time before the audio output unit outputs
the announcement sound on the basis of the precognition unit.
Thus, a silent state is ensured before the announcement sound
is output, so that the effect of attention to the announcement
performed afterward is enhanced. In addition, according to
the detailed characteristic described in this specification, the
control unit controls the audio output unit to output music
prior to the predetermined time of disabling the sound output.
Note that it is not true if the music has already been output
from the output unit. This characteristic ensures the state in
which music is always output before the silent state, so that
the state changes twice, namely from the music output state to
the silent state, and from the silent state to the announcement.
Thus the effect of attention to the announcement is further
enhanced, and the effect of ensuring the silent state is also
enhanced.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including a
vibration generation unit, a selection unit which selects
whether or not to generate the vibration by the vibration
generation unit, and a control unit which foresees an arrival at
the expected getting-off place of the vehicle on which the
owner of the mobile device boards and controls the vibration
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generation unit to vibrate forcibly regardless of the selection
of the selection unit. Thus, the vibration generation unit
vibrates securely so that ride past or the like can be prevented.
Ride past occurs when attentiveness is reduced due to
drunken or sleeping, and the characteristic described in this
specification relieves the burden of setting appropriately the
selection unit for preventing the above-mentioned situation.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including an
audio output unit, an audio source unit which provides music
information to an audio output unit, an adjustment unit which
adjusts an audio volume of the audio output unit, an
announcement information generation unit, and a control unit
which selects a predetermined audio volume forcibly regard-
less of adjustment by the adjustment unit when announcing
the information by the announcement information generation
unit. In this way, the characteristic described in this specifi-
cation can be performed without limiting to the announce-
ment in advance of the arrival of the vehicle at the expected
getting-off place.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including an
audio output unit, an audio source unit which provides music
information to the audio output unit, an announcement infor-
mation generation unit, and a control unit which disables
sound output from the audio output unit for a predetermined
time before the information by the announcement informa-
tion generation unit is announced. This characteristic
described in this specification can also be performed without
limiting to the announcement in advance of an arrival of the
vehicle at the expected getting-off place. Note that a preferred
example of the audio output unit described above is an ear-
phone.

In addition, according to another characteristic described
in this specification, a mobile device is provided, including a
vibration generation unit, a selection generation unit which
selects whether or not to generate the vibration by the vibra-
tion generation unit, an announcement information genera-
tion unit, and a control unit which controls the vibration
generation unit to generate the vibration forcibly regardless of
the selection by the selection generation unit when the infor-
mation by the announcement information generation unit is
announced. This characteristic described in this specification
can also be performed without limiting to the announcement
in advance of the arrival of the vehicle at the expected getting-
off place.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention can be embodied appropriately for
utilizing effectively information and functions of a mobile
device, for example.

EXPLANATION OF NUMERALS

2 mobile phone

4 mobile control unit (adjustment unit, precognition unit,
selection unit, announcement information generation
unit)

6 mobile operation unit (adjustment unit, selection unit)

8 telephone function unit

10 storage unit (keeping unit, audio source unit)

12 display unit (selection unit)

14 GPS unit

16 telephone communication unit

18 mobile short range communication unit
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20 vibration unit (announcement unit, vibration generation
unit)

22 main power supply

24 auxiliary power supply

26 acceleration sensor

30, 32 earphone (announcement unit, audio output unit)

34 remote controller

36 remote control operation unit

38 display unit

40 station server

42 server control unit

44 server communication unit

46 server storage unit

48 ticket examiner machine

50 ticket examiner control unit

52 ticket examiner storage unit

54 ticket examiner short range communication unit

56 ticket examiner detecting/processing unit

The invention claimed is:

1. A mobile device comprising:

an acceleration detection unit;

astorage unit which stores an acceleration variation pattern
that is unique to a predetermined movement of the entire
mobile device;

a comparison unit which compares acceleration variation
detected by the acceleration detection unit with the
acceleration variation pattern stored in the storage unit;

a decision unit which decides whether or not there was a
predetermined movement of the entire mobile device on
the basis of a result of the comparison by the comparison
unit; and

atransmission unit which transmits a result of decision by
the decision unit externally.

2. A mobile device according to claim 1, further compris-
ing a position detection unit which detects a position of the
mobile device itself, wherein the decision unit decides
whether or not there was a predetermined movement of the
entire mobile device on the basis of the acceleration detection
unit and the position detection unit.

3. A mobile device according to claim 1, further compris-
ing an information obtaining unit which obtains information
about location of the mobile device itself, and a decision unit
which decides a location of the entire mobile device on the
basis of the acceleration detection unit and the information
obtaining unit.

4. A mobile device according to claim 1, wherein the stor-
age unit stores an acceleration variation pattern that is unique
to departure of a vehicle on which an owner of the mobile
device boards, and the decision unit decides the departure of
the vehicle.

5. A mobile device according to claim 1, wherein the stor-
age unit stores an acceleration variation pattern that is unique
to stopping of a vehicle on which an owner of the mobile
device boards, and the decision unit decides the stopping of
the vehicle in advance.

6. A mobile device according to claim 1, further compris-
ing a control unit which estimates in advance an arrival at an
expected getting-off place of a vehicle on which an owner of
the mobile device boards on the basis of the decision unit.

7. A mobile device according to claim 6, wherein the con-
trol unit includes a counter which counts the number of times
of a predetermined movement detected by the decision unit,
and estimates in advance an arrival of the vehicle at the
expected getting-off place on the basis of a count value of the
counter.
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8. A mobile device comprising:

an acceleration detection unit which detects an accelera-
tion;

a decision unit which decides whether or not there was a
predetermined movement of the entire mobile device on
the basis of the acceleration detected by the acceleration
detection unit showing the predetermined movement;

a transmission unit which transmits information of the
mobile device externally on the basis of a result of deci-
sion by the decision unit;

a current time information obtaining unit; and

a control unit which estimates a next movement of the
entire mobile device on the basis of a predetermined
movement detected by the decision unit and current time
obtained by the current time information obtaining unit,
wherein the information transmitted by the transmission
unit includes the estimation by the control unit.

9. A mobile device according to claim 8, further compris-
ing a keeping unit of position information of an expected
getting-off place of a vehicle, a position detection unit which
detects a position of the mobile device itself, and an approach
detection unit which detects an approach of the vehicle at the
expected getting-off place on the basis of position informa-
tion of the keeping unit and a position detected by the position
detection unit, wherein an arrival of the vehicle at an expected
getting-off place is estimated in advance on the basis of the
approach detection by the approach detection unit and a pre-
determined movement decided by the decision unit, wherein
the information transmitted by the transmission unit includes
the estimated arrival.

10. A mobile device comprising:

an acceleration detection unit which detects an accelera-
tion;

a decision unit which decides whether or not there was a
predetermined movement of the entire mobile device on
the basis of the acceleration detected by the acceleration
detection unit showing the predetermined movement;

a transmission unit which transmits information of the
mobile device externally on the basis of a result of deci-
sion by the decision unit;

a position detection unit which detects a position of the
mobile device itself; and

a control unit which estimates a next movement of the
entire mobile device on the basis of a predetermined
movement decided by the decision unit and a position
detected by the position detection unit, wherein the
information transmitted by the transmission unit
includes the estimation by the control unit.

11. A mobile device comprising:

an acceleration detection unit which detects an accelera-
tion;

a decision unit which decides whether or not there was a
predetermined movement of the entire mobile device on
the basis of the acceleration detected by the acceleration
detection unit showing the predetermined movement;

a transmission unit which transmits information of the
mobile device externally on the basis of a result of deci-
sion by the decision unit;

a keeping unit which keeps information about a plan of
movement of the entire mobile device; and

a control unit which estimates a next movement of the
entire mobile device on the basis of a predetermined
movement decided by the decision unit and information
kept by the keeping unit, wherein the information trans-
mitted by the transmission unit includes the estimation
by the control unit.
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12. A mobile device according to claim 8, wherein the
decision unit estimates that a vehicle on which an owner of the
mobile device boards is decelerating so as to stop, wherein the
information transmitted by the transmission unit includes the
estimation of by the decision unit.

13. A mobile device comprising:

an acceleration detection unit which detects an accelera-
tion;

a decision unit which decides whether or not there was a
predetermined movement of the entire mobile device on
the basis of the acceleration detected by the acceleration
detection unit showing the predetermined movement;

a transmission unit which transmits information of the
mobile device externally on the basis of a result of deci-
sion by the decision unit;

a ticket information providing unit;

an event information providing unit;

a first control unit which estimates a place to get off a
vehicle on which an owner of the mobile device boards
on the basis of information from the ticket information
providing unit and the event information providing unit;
and

a second control unit which estimates a relationship
between the mobile device and the place to get off on the
basis of the estimation by the first control unit and the
decision by the decision unit, wherein the information
transmitted by the transmission unit includes the estima-
tion of by the second controller.

14. A mobile device comprising:

an acceleration detection unit which detects an accelera-
tion;

a decision unit which decides whether or not there was a
predetermined movement of the entire mobile device on
the basis of the acceleration detected by the acceleration
detection unit showing the predetermined movement;
and

a transmission unit which transmits information of the
mobile device externally on the basis of a result of deci-
sion by the decision unit;

an event information providing unit; and

acontrol unit which estimates a place to get offa vehicle on
which an owner of the mobile device boards,

wherein the information provided by the event information
providing unit relates to an actually boarding vehicle,

and the control unit removes a place to get on or off

where the actually boarding vehicle does not stop from
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estimation candidates on the basis of the information
from the event information providing unit.

15. A mobile device comprising:

an acceleration detection unit which detects an accelera-
tion;

a decision unit which decides whether or not there was a
predetermined movement of the entire mobile device on
the basis of the acceleration detected by the acceleration
detection unit showing the predetermined movement;
and

a transmission unit which transmits information of the
mobile device externally on the basis of a result of deci-
sion by the decision unit, wherein the decision unit esti-
mates that a vehicle on which an owner of the mobile
device boards is departing, and wherein the information
transmitted by the transmission unit includes the estima-
tion by the decision unit.

16. A mobile device according to claim 8, further compris-
ing a position detection unit which detects a position of the
mobile device itself, wherein the information transmitted by
the transmission unit includes the result of decision by the
decision unit and the detection by the position detection unit.

17. A mobile device according to claim 8, further compris-
ing an information obtaining unit which obtains information
about location of the mobile device itself, and a decision unit
which decides a location of the entire mobile device on the
basis of the acceleration detection unit and the information
obtaining unit, wherein the information transmitted by the
transmission unit includes the result of decision by the deci-
sion unit.

18. A mobile device comprising:

an acceleration detection unit which detects a predeter-
mined movement of the entire mobile device;

a position detection unit which detects a position of the
mobile device itself; and

a transmission unit which transmits information of the
mobile device externally on the basis of the predeter-
mined movement of the entire mobile device detected by
the acceleration detection unit and the a position of the
mobile device itself detected by the position detection
unit,

wherein the position detection unit informs of whether or
not an owner of the mobile device has passed at a ticket
wicket, and wherein the acceleration detection unit
informs of movement of a vehicle conveying the owner.
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